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    meet and greet luncheon was 
hosted Wednesday in the Biella 

Room of the library at Cal State East 
Bay to bring former foster youth to-
gether for networking and to get to 
know the new program coordinator of 
the Renaissance Scholars Program.
	 Kevin Bristow, program coordi-
nator of the Renaissance Scholars 
Program, understands the problems 
and obstacles that former foster 
youth have getting into college and 
completing their degrees because he 
was once a foster youth himself.
	 “Over 4,000 people emancipate 
out of the foster youth system in Cali-
fornia each year,” said Bristow. “Only 
ten percent of these young adults 
ever get to college, and of those that 
do, only one percent actually gradu-
ate.” 
	 Once a foster youth turns 18, they 
are basically on their own with very 
few resources to even support them-
selves, much less think about higher 
education. In fact, Bristow said that 
at least 36 percent of the country’s 
homeless population is former foster 
youth.
	 The Renaissance Scholars Pro-
gram is a bridge to college for former 


